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L\J.Jear Friends:- L% G sy

There was a time when getting into west China by the
ilangtse river route seemed qQuite a Job -~ beset as it was with many
difficulties. fhey seem less formidable in the light of our recent
trip via Hongkong, Freneh~ indo-Ching and yunnan. Perhaps it was
the fact that we were going by a strange route rather than actual
discomforts or difficulties of travel that made it seen 80 much
harder. we had received a considerable amount of advice regard
the journey, but most of this consigted of statements that "thig
and that" were impossible so that throughout the trip to Kunming
from Hongkong we were in g constant state of anfiety regarding the
next stage of the Journey.

Ferhaps L should say that is an editorial "wees" For
it was my task as leader of this party to t to foresee and avoid
as many of the obstasles gsg pPossible. We 1le Canada as you know
on Sept. 3rd sgili on the rmpress of Asia a party of - This

prarty was made up orf;:
Rev. arnd Mrse ko We Morgan,
Rev. and Mrs. G. e Rackham and Nam, Ruth and Joan
Re¥. and lirs. John Kitechen and Gwen
Rev. #e J. Heed and vonald
Kevo and Mrse Ge Se Bell and Neil
r. an'd‘hlrs. i N Hilliard
Miss H. bDougherty
Irs. A. Vaught.

Ure and lrse Hilliard were youug missionaries & 'ing out
for the first time as wag Miss vougherty of the We. Me Se Mrs. vaught
is a member of the Ameriean rriends Mission coming to Szechuan to
rejoin her husband. At Kobe, Japan, we had two ot er new missiongries

summer in Jepan with hig barents who are prominent mmbers of our
United Chureh of Canada Mission there. Again, at shanghgi our numvers
were inereased by iirs. e iie Edmonds and her thres children - Arthur,
Hobert and Nettie. You will perhaps remsmber that Mr. kdmonds died
of a heart attask on Aug. 13th while oerossing the Pacifie with his
family. That was g great loss to the Mission as well as to his loved
ones. Mrs. Edmonds asked to be allowed to return to Szechuan and
continue their work. this the Board of roreign iissions agreed to allow,
and so they boarded the vessel at Shanghai, where they had remained for
Bome weeks. we were gll deeply moved at the 8ight of that little family
. 8roup standing on the .dock as our vessel slawly drew in at Shanghai .
{30 it was that with this large party of 25 men, women and children we
‘arrived gt Hong Kong about 10 aelMo, Thursday, Sept. zngg.

Y -
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Larly in June I had written Lo the management of the Phillips

Hpuge at Hongko - an institution somewhat like the Missionsa Home in
5gan£hal.ask§§gn§or reservations for our party. 1L had also asﬁgd them

to hook passage on the mail plane to Chengtu for all the women and
children as well &s for Urs. Hilliard and Outerbridge, whom 1 wanted to
get into Languasge School as gquickly as possible. Before 1 left Canada

I had received a reply stating that passages had been booked on the
large uouglas air liner leaving Hong non§ on sept 27th. This would have
teken our people to Chengtu in from six to seven hours. But while we
were still in Vancouver we heard the news of the shooti down by the
Japanese air forcece of one of these mail planes. Thus we ew before
leaving that we should have to take the longer journey vis krench Indo-
China for all the party. trom Shanghai I ceabled asking that reservations

be made for us on the steamer running between Hongkong and Haiphong, the
indo-China porte.

Miss Mcuill of the irhillips House met the ship and said to

me, “You have to make up your minds before noon whether you are going
to take the reservations | have mgde for Sept. 30th as the Company will
not hold them longer." This seemed simple enough at first thought, but
it became complicated after reading some of the letters awaiting us.
One of them asked that we should take delivery of a new truek which the
Mmission had bought. The question then arose as to who would go with the
truck. After consultatbtion umon% the group we decided that Messrs Morgan,
.Resd and Milliard should take the btruck witli a lealdl >2 btrwizs, wnd that
all the rest should continue gas planned by the indo-China routee.

B immedisgtely after lunch, or tiffin as it is known in the Far
Kast, 1 crossed from Kowloon on the mainland, where we were staying, to
Hong Kong. There is a wonderful ferry service between the island and
Kowloon, which is a piece of territory leased by the British and under
the administration of the Hong Kong govermment. ferries leave every five
minutes during business hours and teke about ten minutes to eross the
marvelous harbor. 1 had often heard of this gregt harbor, but had no
real idea of its size, its sheltered and strategic situation. There were
a great many Bri$ish war vessels lying at anchor. we were there during
the time when the Checko-Slovekian situsbion was so intense, and there

were many rumors as to what would hegppen, if war should break out in
buropee.

That afternoon was largely teken up with getting an account

,opened with the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, and in trying to get the
bassages booked on the rrench steamer, *Canton™ going to Haiphong. 41t

seems all so simple as one looks back at it, but in reality it took up
several hours; altogether. The difficulty was that we had twenty-two
versons - Big and little - and there were at first onl¥§ nineteen berths
available. However, by persistence we finally succedded in getting
accommodation for everyone in the party. we had, however, to get visas
and special papers from the krench vonsulate at Hong Kong guarenteeing
admiitance inte indo-China before the shipping company would finally
issue the tickets. Later this bit of the task was held up because the
vaccination certificates of some members were more than five months
old, which was the limit set by the ¥rench suthorities, whereas anything
up to five years was acceptable by the British quarantine officers at

‘Hong Kong. 50 these folk had to be vascinated and get certificates
before the tickets were handed over.

i
i
i
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The getti of those stesmer passages required about a dozen
visits to the bo%kinéngffice. The next step was to get bookings on the

mail plane from Kunming - the eapital of Yunnan province and the en@ of
the railway line from rrench indo-c¢hina into China proper. This again
required a good many trips back and forth to Hong Kong city. At the

same time the fact that we had already had a whrole plane chartered for
the 27th made it somewhat easier to get bookings under the changed
conditions. I got enough bookings from Kunming to Chengtu for Oct. 6th,
7th and 1llth to take g8ll of the party except ir. wrackham, lMr. Kitchen and
myself as we had decided that we three men should remain in sunming to
look after the baggage and freight.

ihe day after these bookings were fixed i received a letter
from ir. Hibbard, our mission ireasurer in chengtu, saying that he had
received a letter from mr. Evans of the mnglish pethodist mission in
Kunming requesting that missionaries passing through Kunming should not
come in parties lasrger than sbout eight persons. Here we had booked
passages on steamer, railway and plane for 22 persons. You can imagine
my feelings upon getting that letter. [t was quite impossible to break
up the gro nto three parties and avail ourselves of the air passages
we already had. But we did make plans to have two parties go two days
apart from Haiphong, and so arranged it that most of the first party
would go by air from kKunming on the 6the. YWe 111 Just leave that part of
the story for the present.

None of you who have not been to the Urienﬂbor had experience
travelling with a party of missionaries can picture the job that we had
to put across in the one week in Hong Kong. For not only had we to get
ready to leave on the steamer going on the duth, it was just as necessary
to be out of the rhiliips House for the¥ had booked all their rooms for
another very large party of people due to arrive on vct. lst. But it
seemed as though everyone in our Mission had sent orders for goods of
all kinds, but especially groceries. Normally these are sent by parcel
post from ohanghai, but all that traffic had long been stopped by the
fighting along the rangtse river. reople in the interior were running out
of supplies, and these could not be replaced locally except at most
prohibitive prices, such as a dollar or more per pound for coffee, and
other things in proportion. Not only that, but ordinary means of trans-
port are so disrupted that unless these things can be taken along by
people going into the interior, there is little hope of getting them at
all. 50 the game went on - running to the tailors to fit on summer suits,
trying to find fruit jars for someone &348& else, getting delivery of
a shipment of drugs from Shanghai for some of our hospitals, hunting up
the shop where the body was being built for the new truck - all these and
scores of other jobs made the days more than full from deylight till late
at night. And sandwiched in between were frequent meetings of our group
to decide this or that question. And was it hotv Whewi some of us fairly
faded away in that torrid weather because we had not light summer suits
with us. By the way, here's a record for you. We were in Shamghai from
about 1lU a.m. till the last tender left for the ship at 11 peme At 11 a.n
. L called ah my old friend Hen Kong, the shanghai tailory 4% 9 p.m. he
. delivered to me three suits and three pairs of khaki shorts. The three
- suits were dll woolen ones, so you can tell the world that is moving ¥he

immovable Kaste That beats his former record for quick work made when
Feter Kyne, the American novelist visited Shanghsi some years ago. I
found that taking exhhange into considerstion that clothing prices were
much cheaper in Shanghsi than in Hong Kong. But it is g myth about
British woolen goods being chesper at Hong Kong because it is a free smps
port. They were dearer on the whole than similar goods in Geads.

-
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ihere was much re-packing of goods to be done in the evenings,
we had decided that as many of th® trunks brought from vanada, as we could
~send that way should go overland by tiuck. After some dickering we himed
'a three tone White truck on the understanding that it would carry 2% tons.
+ of lugegage and other packages. wmach family was allowed so much weight on
the trucks, and everything e&%&8& else was to go with the larger party by
lndo-dhina. All this meant a lot of addtional work in packing and weighing
boxes - this was all to the good for those of us in need of slimming
exercises, and waiting until late in the evening didn‘*t help matters very
much, !.wf Ay g ditn ertac Apod ad fd 0l Tlega,

However, the morning of sept. 30th arrived at last. ueorge
nackham and John Kitchen were allotted the task of going to the ship and
checking receipt of all baggage and freight sent aboard. About 2 pe.m. L
took the rest of the party and started for the docks. we had to go in two
parties by small motor launches about two miles to the west end of the
harbor, and about half a mile from shore. ihere was bhe usual confusion
surrounding a ship about to leave a port on the China coasb. ¢argo of all
kinds was being unleamded from a half a dozen junks on each side. The launche
could not get near the ship and so we had to clamber over these junks and

other launches to get to the companion way. On board confusion seemed gonf-
ounded or compounded = perhaps both. rhere seemed to be Passengers and
bagggge everywhere. in the midst of it all we saw weorge and John sosked to
the skin, or rather from the skin out, heaving on a rope trying to get all
the scores of cases of freight and baggage off a junk on to the ship. It
seemed to be the only way to get it one. wthat is}to do it oneself.

Another party of people came aboard carrying quite a variety
of fruit. Some in our party remarked that these rrench ships do not supply
much fruit end we had come aboard with about everything else under the sun
but fruit, that the meals would be mostly of things fried, etec., etac.

00 wesley Morgan, rred xeed, and irwin nilliard agreed to go ashore in a
launch and get some $#rult. In an hour they were baek with 100 oranges for
the orowd. By this time ueorge and John hsd made a good job of getting all
our stuff on board, including s sook sitove for the #Hilliards, which was
delivered without a crate. imagine what that stove would be like before

it reached the Chengtu plaini After eonsidersble Palaver we persuaded the
captain to have the ship‘s carpenter emete the stove. rhey were very decent
about it once they had agreed to do it,and refused to accept any payment
except the "cumshaw" we gave the carfienter.

we finally got ourselves sorted out and into our verious cagbins
for being but two berth ecabins the families had to be divided uwp. i was the
odd one and found my cabin mate to be the new rortugese Minister to China,
and we had, 1 think, one of the smallest cabins on the ship. Unly room for
one person to move about in it at one time. But it was a relief to get
under way and feel that we could relax for two days before taking on the WEY
stage of the journey. it was a delightful trip except for a few hours in
the second night when we emerged into the wulf of Tonkin from the straits
that separate the island of Hainan from the mainland. By the way that
peninsula on the maikdand opposite Hainan is the Place where the other
were were to go to start their overland Journey with the trucks. It is

called Kwang Chow Wah. They were to leave Hongkong the following day, but
things did not work to sechedule for them.
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Fortunasbvely, my cabin was on the upper deck and 1 made
a new racific record in legping from the wupper berth to the rail, and
incidentally beating His Hxeellency, the Portugese ilinister by ten _
minutes. I felt rather peeved about it all as that was the only time I

was sick crossing the Pacific this time. ierrible to spoil a precious re
like that less than ten hours from port.

We arrived at Haiphong about 1lU.30 a.m, sunday Oct. 2nd.
he last few hours of the voyage take one along a very interesting piece
of coast. l'he scenery was indeed beautiful. Well, we went through anothe
spasm of the utmost confusion. une would think that the ship had suddenl
canght fire and that it was essential that everyone should get on to the
dock within the next fifteen minutes. I had telegraphed a week before tc
a thinese firm to meet us and make arrangements for trans-shipping our
baggage and freight from the ship to the railway station. 1They were ther
to meet us, but a number of other parties had gent similar messagese S50
it ended in us carrying on a sort of see-saw contest as to who had the
services of the unglish speaking representative of the firm; as well as
his gang of coolies.

We held our own very ﬁil indeed in getting all our bgg gage
out of the cabins and on to the little flat cars - aboub three feet wide
and six or seven feet long - which were rum alongside the ship and on to
which goods were loaded and pushed across the road to the vustoms shed.
But vhen it came to gebtting the 111 pieces of heavy baggage out of the
hold it was quite another matter. we eventually found ourselves the last
gang getting away from the ship. Of course, we had sent the women and
children on to an hotel. but there we were four men and Arthur wdmonds &
Neil lined up with fifteen flat cars of goods headed for the Customs
office. rerhaps it was a good thing for us that we were last and that it
was then about 2 pem. on sunday. it any rate, after a brief bit of parle

ing with the rrench Customs officer he said, "Well, if you get it away t
the railway station without delay you cam go. If it remains here, it wil

have to go into the examining shed and you will have to wait till tomorry
to get it througho.* Needless to say we promised to make it disappear as
quickly as the proverbial smowball would in g spot almost as hot ag the
spot usually sssociated with the snowballe

. My next job, while the others went off to lunch, was to go
to the railway station and buy our tickets which had heen booked. It was

Sunday and only a few people were around the station. No one seemed to
know anything about these bookings, but we finally rooted the French
station master up from his sunday siesta to get some action. [ said we
must have the party go in two parties in order not to congest the accomm
dation at Kunming too much. But said the station master, *If you go all

zat once, 1'll give you a whole car to yourselves - first, second and thi

class. rou can have the whole car and divide yourselves up as you like i
ite if you do that, you can leave your baggage on board gt nights. if

you go in two smaller parties, you will have to take off all your baggag
6ach of the two nights on the way to Kunming.(lhese trains only travel i
dgylight, all Passengers leave the train, at night.} I advise you to tak
the whole party at once.™ The head man of the Chinese ‘iransit aR/RA&R Co
who had come to the station with me also strongly advised me to do it.

i hgd'no one else from our party there to consult with, so had to make t
decision myself. 1 told them to go ahead and make out the tickets that w
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it was now 3 pem., and L thought L would dash over tq the
hotel some half mile away and get something to eat. L had had nothlgg
gince breakfast at 7.30. But lunch or tiffin was long overLand.nothlng ,
whatever could be had. It simply wasA't done. Another oomg}catlon arose
just then. rhose who had gone to the hotel earlier and knowing that we
had planned to travel by rail in two parties - having the first party go
on that Sunday evening to Hanoi from where the Kunming train leaves -
t0ld the hotel manager that we wouldn*t need all the accommodation asked
that night. 50 when I ammounced that we were al remaining that night an
leaving on a special car in the morning to be attached to the Hanoi $rails

at a certain junction, the manager of the hotel announced that the other
rooms previously assigned to us had now been allotted to other Buests.

That was too much for me in m% weakened condition. L turne
the problem over to the other men and went Dack to the station to attend

to checking baggage and making arrangements for shipping the balk of our
heavy stuff by freight. It seecmed as though one had to scrap not for,any
concessions but for one's rights. At first, the lad in the office said
there was no baggage allowance, which I denied most vehemently. An Ameri.
who had just gotten through with his said they had only allowed him 15
kilograms per ticket. I said that we were allowed 3u, and so the row wen
I finally had to send for the head man of the Y'ransit Co again. .ihen he

came the question was soon settled by our getting the full amounbt. His
fluent irench was a great help.

By this time the other men had come from the hotel and wer
able to help in getting the freight piled up and counted. I think we cou
those cases at least $hirty times before we got agreement with the numbe
of pieces as counted by the coolies of the “ransit Coe. So at 6.30 I went
with the wrensit man to his office to settle wp, and about 7.15 arrived
at the hotel for dinner. By putting in other beds and cots into the room
we already had the whole party was finally accommodated for the night, a
dinner was to be ready at 7.30. They had set ailong table in a private
dining room, and, oh boy, did that dinner taste good.

The manager of the hotel and the Yransit people said that
our train would leave at 7.10 a.m and a man would come from the I'ransit
firm to help us get to the station and on the train. Arrangements were m
for a sort of breakfast to be served in the rooms at 530 or 6 a.p, 1 th
it was the latter. whose beds were as hard a8 =-—-—=--w- ~e At ny rate, I
was quite ready to get up at 5 a.m. About 5.30 someone rapped on our bed
door.;t was the man from the wransit firm who asked if we were ready. I
replied, “You said you would be here at 6 s.me with rickshas to take the
luggoage and it is now only &.30." He traned away without a word. About
15 minutes later he came again and in great distress announced that he h
made a mistake about the time of the train, and that we were due to leav
8ix o'clook. The special car was to be attached, as far as the Juncetion,
a slow train, and not to the fast motor carriage which would leave at 7.
for Hanoi. Just imagine the situation. A party of 22, some of them still

‘bed, and the train due to leave within fifteen minutes from a station ha
‘& mile away, and transportation to it by rickshas. Well, I did some flyi
about determined we would €0 dovn with flying colors. The breakfasts wer

forgotten about in the mad rush. I ran out to the st '

: . . reet and called gll
rickshas in sight while Neil roused the tardy ones. By 8ix o'cloek the
last ones left the hotel and I Jumped in

to a ricksha and f ‘
if we had all our belongings. ollowed, wonde
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You can picture to yourselves that parade throu%h the
" streets in the early morning. mach person had several pieces p

- baggsge in the ricksha, and the ricksha pullers being urged to run
faster. those who arrived first said they heard the train whistling
as it pulled out of the station. At any rate, when L arrived at the
tail of the procession they announced that the train had left. what
g disappointed looking crowd we werel

I immediately asked for the station master. wWhen he

appeared he said that they had held the train for ten minutes, and
there wouldn‘t be another train %o which our car could be attached
until the fodlowing morning. that did put us in a hole. i said that

the fault was certainly not ours, since the wransit vo. and the manager
ot the hotel had both told me that the train on which we were to

trevel was to leave at 7.lu. the station master replied that the 7.10
trein was a fast one made up of onme vehicle,motor cab and passenger

car combined, and that there was no room to take all our baggage as
nothing but small hand baggage was allowed on it.

Again 1 replied that the fault was with the iwransit co.
who were looking after us. vherefore, something had to be dene to get
us to the junction to cateh the train to runnan that day. i1f we did not
get through we would miss our air paasages on the oth, since we would
only arrive after dark on the 5th, etc. etec. ihe rrench station master
shrugged his shoulders and threw up his hands and said, it is imposs-
ible. yYou cannot teke so many people on the motor carriage with so much
baggege. L replied, "It must and has to be possible.- lo, he said, vonly
part of the group can go to-day. wvhe others must go tomorrow." 5o 1
said, “You persuaded me yesterday to send all in one party. All our
arrangements are now made to go that way, and go we must, and this
morning on the fast train."

So it went on back and forth for nearly helf and hours
rinally, and L suppose in desperation to get rid of us, he said, *All
right, get into the car there { for the motor train had by then pulled
in to the platform) and put sll your baggage where you can, but it is
distinetly contrary to regulations to load that car in such a way.-

Then I sald, I suppose you will telegraph to the station master at the
junction and requést him to have a car ready for us on arrivale” After

a bit of hesitation he said, "Yes, I'll do that.” So we went to work and
piled all our baggage into the car and in we got ourselves and at 7.10
we were on our way to Yunnan.

This Deisel engined mobor train was certainly fast, and
within an hour we overtook the slow traim we should have taken. 'hat

run of two hours from Haiphong to uialam, the junetion, was very inter-
esting passing as it does through a very fertile deltea on which heavy

crops of rice were growing. But just then our interest was centred on
whether a car would be ready for us at Gialam. I had taken the Transit
Co's man along with us in case we should get into,another 'jam' at

the Jjunction. On arrival he got ths station master and the latter said
he had received the wire to prepare a car. rresently, they shunted a
coach up Lo the platform and we loaded all our Ddaggage on ite. our luck
was good for this coach had just come from the shops after being

overhauled and re-painted. rhere was plenty of room for us all and for
all our bhaggage.
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“here was varely time to £ill the water tanks when the
train from Hanoi, to which our car was to be attached, arrived. And well
within an hour we were on our way. For several hours we ran through more
of the delta country until we began to get into some hill country. All
afternoon we ran through jungle land with tropical vegetation of all
kinds including bananas. At the stations the latter could be bought very
cheaply. ihe heat was very intense and the cars were very hot even thougt
all windows were wide open. ‘‘hanks to recent rains there was little dust.
The scenery was certainly interesting to us who had not seen Jungle
country before.

About 7 pem. or a little later we arrived at the town
of Lao Kay on the indo-China side of the border between that country and
Chinae. yhe train we were on, as indicated befare travels only in the
daytime. pagsengers leave the train and stop in hotels over night. we has
made plang whereby several of the men and leil were to stay on the car
g0 as Lo wateh the baggage as there was no wgy of locking the car. 1
took 211 the women and children down a dark street for aboubt a bloek to
the rrenoh hotel, whish is actually managed by Annamese. ''hey said they
hadn't enough rooms for all our party, but after some pressing we got
six rooms, and later could have had another but by that time all were
in bed, into which we managed to get the whole crew. in some cases having
twe to a bed. We got dinner for twelve of the party, the rest of us had
to do without as apparently the kitehen supplies ran out, or the staff
went on strike at having to continue working after 9 p.m.

In the morning L was up at five to get all the thermos
flasks filled with ice water,buy some rolls for our use on the train
that day, etces his water business on this trip was very funny. on the
be Se Canton from Hongkong to Haiphong there was always a variety of
wines servéad with the meals, but we had been warned against drinking the
cold water served on the ship. so there we were with undrinkable, or so
we thought, water and conscientious objestions to the other drinks. The
mothers were especially anxious about the water supply, so the only
thing we could do was to buy bottled mineral water for which we had to
pay. All along the journey to yunnan we also had to be very careful
about the kind of water we got at the hotels for our bottles. sut we cam
through safely so far as sickness from water was concerned, or in fact
any other sickness actually due to the risks of the journey.

However, to continue the trip. we le £t iLao Kay about
7030 that morning and pulled across the bridge which spans the river

separating Indo-China and vhina. un the chinese side is the town of Ho
Kou - “river Mouth." Heee we were detained for nearly an hour for
customs ekamination. While there I got in touch with the train conductor
who wired ahead to Kai Yuen, where we were to stop that night, asking fo
accommodation at the hotel that night. we had no difficulty with customs
or passports. in faoct, they never looked at our baggage at all. The head
Chinese in the (ustoms service there is a native of Kiang ‘@'sin in sze-
chuan, the big place between Iuchow and Cthungking on the yangtse. when
all the formalities were completed the train started and we were actu-
ally back into China again, weeks after our brief stop in Shanghai .
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Immediately after leaving the Ho Kou station the train
entered a tunnel. this was the first of more than 170 tunnels, long and.
short through which we were to pass during the next two daysf ‘The )
railway is really a marvel of engineering skill. [t follows in the main
the valleys of two river systems, winding up and up, in and out and
across valleys and gorges. sometimes we could see tthe road or tunnel
we had gohe over or passed through nearly an hour before on the far side
of a valley. 8y noon there was a considerable difference in the degree
of heat we felt, even though there was bright sunshine. in the after-
‘noon we pasgsed out of one tunnel on to &A a steel bridge which spanned
8 chasm between two mountains and passed di.ectly into a tunnel on the
farther side. whroughout these two days the scenery was very fine.

We arrived at Kai Yuen about 6 pem. that day and were met
by a french manager of the hotel, which was ocalled the ' Bungalow."
It was really a number of two storied houses. rhe rooms were large and
clean with running water and electric lights in them. where was plenty
of room for all the party and some even had baths that night. 'rhe
dinner was particularly good and this helped to put everyone in good
spirits again. wating on the train was quite an interesting game. ‘there
were so many tunnels that one often had to stop in the midst of taking
8 mouthful and wait until we got through the tunnel. ihere were no

lights in the train so we were in darkness each time we went into a
tunnel.

ithe third day's run into yunnan was uneventful exce.t for
the truly marvelous view one gets as the train comes over the aRL&8%
crest of the last high range and starts down the slope to the plateau
on which xumming city is located. 1t was a besutiful landsgcape which
lay spread out before us. ind those grades on the railwaye It is like

riding on a roller ocoaster at times, the way they would shoot up a slope
and down another.

All that day L kept wondering what kind of a reception we ws
would get from Mr. svans of the snglish Methodist Mission, since we were

so flagrantly breaking or ignoring his request that only small parties
should arrive at one time. However, at a station two hours’® run from
sunming a young chinese chap, iir. iLee of the Kunming x« Me Ge Ae met us
ab iir. wvans request. lir. Lee was a delightful young fellow who spoke
excellent Englishe He had been in the U. 5. for several years. He told us
that Mre. mvans was unable to take any of our party into his own home as

his houqe was already full with a party which had arrived some days or a
week before and had not been able %o get alr passage as yet. Bpt said

Mr. Lee, "We have arranged accommodation at two other places." Ho on
arrival Mr. and lirs. Keckham and ehildren, Mrs. sdmonds are her children

went to a chinese hotel with foreign style accommodation. 1this was newly
opened and proved not too bad for a ghort staye. no foreign food was serve
however, and they had to go to the nesxrby chinese y or over to where the
larger group was located. whis was in a newly overhauled chinege style
home. 1t was to be a Club House for returned Chinese students. That is,
students who had studied in other countries. Ib was Jjust ready to be op
ed, and ir. Lee, who was the manager of it, kindly offered us rooms
there. 1he beds were foreign style with Chinese mattresses and padded
quilts. The first night some of ws had %o sleep two in a single bed ag
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there were not enough rooms to go around. We had to have a sort of pick-uy

gupper from the food we had left from the train journey. vhe next mornin
mgﬁgged bo get breakfast too, and after that we githerfweﬁt to a uhineseg

8% Y for vhinese food, or had some foreign food prepared by a cook who
had workeda in an hotel in chekiang province. The serviettes he gave us wei
all marked., “Hotel iiny, Hangchow." iie were told that was where he had
formerly worked.

immediately after breakfast I went to the Air cvom 'g
office %o find out whetheryour first party could go that day. rhe?aggid
the plane had been detained in cvhungking and would not be down till the
next day. ihey said that the first crowd could go on rriday, the following
day, but that only part of the second group could go on waturday. The

reason given was that the Hongkong office had instructed them to give

four of ouwr bookings %o,the buteh Ambassador, the Portugese, Belgian and
some o® cthexilinister. However, by wuesday of the following week we got
the last of the group away when Mrs. Mprgan and IMrs. Vaught went to
chungking. They had to walt & little longer, but they had from arrival
been the forunate ones in thal ixr. wvans had gotten them into the home of
dr. smith, another iethodist missionary.

All these women and children arrived safely at their
destinations. dhen that was done, L felt that L had done my bit, and on
consultation with hrs rackham and fr. Kitchen who were still in Xunming
with me I decided to leave by plane on Thursday. They offered to remain
behind and look after the freight which was coming from Maivhong - some
92 cases, aund try to get it off by truck to Chungking. 50 I sda led away
on the big vouglas air liner on the Thursday to chungking. it was a
gtrenuous business while that trip from Hongkong lasted. wuring the
period from Sept 22nd when we landed in Hongkong until our arrival in
junming on the 5th Oct. L lost sixbteen pounds in weight. If we had fore-
seen that the plane service from Hongkong to Chengtu would be interrupted
we would never have come in so large a party, but having come there was
nothing to do but go through with it, BUL NEVER AGAIN.

However, we have very much to be very grateful for. As one
looks back on it, and sees the possibilities for trouble and difficulty
on such a route with so large a party, 1 am deeply thankful to wod for

. the many travelling merciss that were ours. 'here were mary arxious

pomonts, but all worked out well, and we have all arrived safely and well
at our stations. lMore than that most of,our goods are here, and while the
Is at present great uncertaintiﬁ about when the balance of our groceries,
etco will arrive from Kunming owing to rapidly changing military situatio
we have all our clothing and emough things to carry on with.

resterday and a week ogo yesterday the Japs came here to
vhengtu with 17 planes each time and heavily bombed the air fields north
and gout® of the sity, bubt didn't bomb the city itself. Yesterday the
windows in our house rattled with the concussion of the bombing. The

Japs are pushing ahead in the tUeutral Ching front and one wonders what th
end will be. But in the meantime we carry on.

With kindest regards and best wishes % you 4a 1,

sineerely yours, ,(7 > J’J~>Ly4,
HAae 2
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